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Synopsis

This is a complete Japanese textbook and language learning package for beginning learners.Start
speaking, reading and writing Japanese today with the most exciting new introduction to the
Japanese language! Beginning Japanese follows the story of Kiara, an American exchange student
who lives in Japan and loves to study Japanese. With the help of her Japanese friends and the
time-traveling Tomo Tanuki (raccoon dog), Kiara learns to speak, read, and write Japanese while
she visits famous people and places in Japanese history. lllustrated with manga-style

comicsA¢a -4 «a fun way to learn Japanese and written by experienced high-school Japanese
teachers, this Japanese textbook will show you how to pronounce Japanese; read and write
hiragana, katakana, and 125 basic kanji; and understand conversational Japanese. Key features of
this program: An engaging storylineA¢a -4 «including a timeA¢a -4 cetravel

adventureA¢a -4 sunfolds as learners advance, adding motivation to master the language.
Authentic written, visual, and oral materials embedded naturally throughout. Kanji is taught
beginning with Chapter 1A¢a -a «and together with current vocabulary rather than separately. (At
the end of Vol. 1 you'll know 151 kaniji). Technology is used extensively for authentic tasks. A
dedicated website provides additional content and updates. Content is aligned with the ACTFL
National Standards.The CDA¢4 -4 ceROM includes: Native Japanese language speakers.
Pronunciation guides. Accompanying dialogues. New word lists. Fun songs. Listening activities and
tests. Extensive printable exercises.The Beginning Japanese Website includes: Online games and
activities. Additional information and updates. Downloadable Hiragana Practice Book, Katakana
Practice Book, kana practice sheets. Downloadable kanji and kana flash cards.Beginning Japanese
is the first volume in a 2-level series. Deepen your learning with the Beginning Japanese Workbook,
a volume of drills and exercises that reinforce the lessons in the textbook. If you already speak basic
Japanese, continue your learning with the second level, Intermediate Japanese. Whether you're
learning Japanese for fun, preparing for a Japanese proficiency exam, or want to achieve AP- or

IB-level competency, Beginning Japanese is your key to becoming a confident Japanese-speaker.
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Customer Reviews

"One of the newer textbooks in the intermediate space, and a little more lively perhaps than the
integrated approach." A¢a -4 «Japanesestudent.info blog"Last year, | discovered the Beginning and
Intermediate Japanese series by Kluemper. | changed textbooks immediately after experimenting
with it for a week." A¢a -4 *Kyler Jackson, Japanese Teacher, Thomas Jefferson High School"It
provides webA¢a -a cebased and supplementary audio resources in addition to the textbook, which
progressively give students more exposure to language a little beyond their expected level of
attainment, and which immerse students in culturally authentic contexts." A¢a -a *Geoff Biesinger,
AATJ Journal

Michael L. Kluemper served as a board member for the National Council of Japanese Language
Teachers from 2001A¢a —a +08, and has worked on national task forces for the implementation of a
Japanese AP course. He lives in Louisville, KY.Lisa Berkson was honored by the Association of
Indiana Teachers of Japanese as the language teacher of the year in 2007. She currently teaches
Japanese and Chinese language classes at Dobson High School in Mesa, AZ.Nathan Patton
teaches Japanese language at Scott County High School in Georgetown, KY where he serves as
Chair of the World Language Department.Nobuko Patton has taught Japanese at the University of
Kentucky, Georgetown College and Jessie Clark Middle School in Lexington, KY. She lives in

Kentucky.

Dialogues and vocabulary words have no English translations. The dictionary in the back doesn’t

even contain many of the words in the dialogues.

| am using this book without a teacher and, even though it was designed for a classroom setting,

have found it very helpful.-It uses very little Romaji and gradually weens off of that. When it is used



in the beginning the letters are much smaller than the kana which is very important if one is planning
to truly read and understand Japanese.-The dialogues seam very natural, not a "this is a pen"
talking but actually conversational talking. To keep on the lesson if something has not already been
learned and doesn’t have to do with the session then it is said in English.-The journals are also
helpful. They teach more novelistic Japanese along with the manga and conversation taught in the
dialogues. In addition they make a textbook seam more like a story which makes it much easier to
keep reading.My only cons aren’t really important ones:-The dictionary in the back of each session
doesn’t cover words found only in the dialogue or journal but this can easily be remedied by
something like Google Translate or another dictionary. iPhone has a nice free one called Kotoba!
which helps when | don’t know a word.-The art is HORRIBLE. Someone who isn’t into art probably
wouldn’t care but my friends and | are all very into art and laugh at the art in each section. "Can | do
that? Just get a picture and paste an already-used pose on top of it and make money instead of
drawing everything every time?"All in all | think this is good for even the very beginners. The first
things it teaches are the alphabets and the CD gives everything | sound to pair it with. If you are
going to self-study don’t expect to just read the book and get everything though. To self study with
this you must take notes and practice everything multiple times. It was designed for a classroom
setting where you would converse with teachers and peers throughout the lesson in what you have
learned so to teach yourself you must do twice what you would in a classroom to make up for lost
things, in my opinion. If you can do that though it’s really fun. | love learning from this book.Also, if
you can find friends to study with you, do it!Totally worth the price. It's fun, has good resources in

the back, and is useful. Can’t wait until I'm done with Beginner and buy advanced!

This item was squashed and spine was damaged. Not worth sending back as too expensive to

return.Just one of those things that happens in ordering online.

Two very happy budding Japanese speakers here. The book and workbook is excellent. It does not

spoon-feed every thing, making the learner search for answers. That is the best way to learn.

99% unused and with CD attached, a big surprise! Thank you!

This is wonderfully structured for learning Japanese and it's Step by step and incorperates the

previous chapter’s stuff into the next. It's a wonderful book.



Event though the book titles Begining, is not. | like the way they do the manga style and how the
more you go deep into the book the romaji start to dessapear forcing you to understand and read
the language. But the begining is too much. The book throw you into Hiragana and Kanji at the
same time, the chapters doesn’t explain much other than show you words to learn. A lot of times
you try to read the Manga and is written in Hiragana, Kanji and Katakana, then when you go to the
exercise everything is in Hiragana. Is too confusing having everything throw at you as a beginner
with no guidance. If you buying this book, be sure to learn the whole three writings before you start

with this book or you won’t understand anything from Chapter 1

This book is great for those who are looking for a place to start learning Japanese. | can’t wait Until |

have read more. MAKE SURE you get the work book too.
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